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Hebrews 2:3 3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to 

be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 

 

15 Key Vocabulary words of Salvation: 

 

1. Conversion 

 a. Repentance 

 b. Faith 

 

2. Substitution 

 a. Temporary Substitution 

 b. Permanent substitution 

 

3. Reconciliation 

 a. The meaning of reconciliation 

 b. The impact of reconciliation 

 c. The two phases of reconciliation 

 d. The chronology of reconciliation 

 

4. Propitiation 

 a. The meaning of propitiation 

 b. The method of propitiation 

 c. The necessity for propitiation 

 d. The place of propitiation 

 e. The results of propitiation 

  



4. Propitiation.  

 

Examples of Propitiation 

Proverbs 18:20 20  A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the 

increase of his lips shall he be filled.  

 

Genesis 32:13-20 13  And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came to his 

hand a present for Esau his brother; 14  Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two 

hundred ewes, and twenty rams, 15  Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine (cows), and 

ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals (young donkeys). 16  And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove by themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, 

and put a space betwixt drove and drove. 17  And he commanded the foremost, saying, When 

Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? 

and whose are these before thee? 18  Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a 

present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us. 19  And so commanded he the 

second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak 

unto Esau, when ye find him. 20  And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. 

For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see 

his face; peradventure he will accept of me.  

 

Proverbs 12:11 11  He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth 

vain persons is void of understanding.  

 

Proverbs 19:23 23  The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall abide 

satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil.  

 

Isaiah 53:10-11 10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou 

shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 

pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and 

shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear 

their iniquities.  

  



1. The meaning of propitiation 

The Greek word hilasmos means "to render favorable, to satisfy, to appease. 

To sacrifice in order to appease; to satisfy; to cover; to pay the penalty for. It is a sacrificial 

word.  To be a sacrifice, a covering, a satisfaction, a payment, an appeasement for sin. 

 

"And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 

world" (1 Jn. 2:2). 

 

"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins" (1 Jn. 4:10). 

 

In the Old Testament when a man sinned or something went wrong, he brought a sacrifice to 

God. The idea was that the sacrifice would appease and pacify and satisfy God. He thought 

God would be gracious to him and place the punishment for his sin upon the animal. When 

things go wrong, man has always offered to fast and pray and serve with renewed vigor, or 

else he has offered to give up some meaningful pleasure or possession. There is a feeling that 

this kind of denial or renewed sacrifice appeases and satisfies God. 

 

It is true that God told Israel to offer sacrifices. But He did it for a reason: to teach Israel, and 

through them the world, that the answer does not lie in human or animal sacrifice. A 

human sacrifice cannot bring about a right relationship with God. Man's problem is too deep 

for human sacrifice; his contamination too severe; his disease too terrible; his infection too 

deadly. The paraphernalia of earthly sacrifice can never put things right with God. 

 

The reason is simply stated. Man's sin has cut him off from God, severed his relationship 

with God, put God out of arm's reach. Man instinctively senses this. Thus, when man fails to get 

satisfaction from his sacrifice, he often returns to his former behavior and practices. 

 

What man needs is to be disinfected, to have his sins covered. He needs to know beyond a 

doubt that God does accept him and is satisfied with him. And then he needs a power to live 

for God. 

 

Proverbs 10:12 12  Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.  

 

This comes about through propitiation. 
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2. The method of propitiation. (By the blood of Christ) 

 

"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God 

hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood" (Rom. 3:25). 

 

"But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 

Christ" (Eph. 2:13). 

 

3. The necessity for propitiation. 

 

It was necessary because of God’s wrath (that stem reaction of the divine nature to evil in 

man).  

 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 

see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" (Jn. 3:36). 

 

"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness" (Rom. 1:18). 

 

Ephesians 5:3-8 3  But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once 

named among you, as becometh saints; 4  Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 

which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, 

nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom 

of Christ and of God. 6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things 

cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7  Be not ye therefore partakers 

with them. 8  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children 

of light:  

 

"For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience" (Col. 3:6). 

 

"And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on 

the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb" (Rev. 6:16). 

 

"And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he 

shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 

Almighty God" (Rev. 19:15). 
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4. The place of propitiation.  

 

a. The Old Testament temporary place—the mercy seat in the tabernacle. 

 

 

"And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, 

from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I 

will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel" (Ex. 25:22). 

 

"And over it the cherubims and glory shadowing the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak 

particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first 

tabernacle accomplishing the service of God" (Heb. 9:5-7). 

 

b. The New Testament permanent place—the center cross on Golgotha 

 

"For if, when we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 

being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life" (Rom. 5:10).  

 

"And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him, to reconcile all things unto 

himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven" (Col. 1:20). 

 

5. The results of propitiation. 

 

a. God is justified in forgiving sin. 

 

b. God is justified in bestowing righteousness. 

 

"Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; to 

declare, I say, at this time his righteousness that he might be just, and the justifier of him 

which believeth in Jesus" (Rom. 3:25, 26). 
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Four things need to be said about propitiation. 

 

1.  God is the One who has to be appeased, satisfied, and propitiated. The Bible is not 

speaking of reconciliation. The Bible never says that God has to be reconciled to man. God is 

already the friend of man; He loves man. It is man who needs to be reconciled to God. Man is 

the one who holds enmity, who ignores, neglects, and rejects God. Thus, God is the One who 

has to be appeased or propitiated (cp. Luke 18:13). 

 

Luke 18:13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 

heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

 

There is another thought here as well. God is righteous and holy, and His righteousness and 

holiness have to be satisfied. He can only accept a person who is perfectly righteous and 

holy. It might be said that anything less than perfection would contaminate the very 

atmosphere around God. And the presence and dwelling place of God would no longer be the 

utopia which God has prepared for the believer and for which man dreams. 

 

2.  Jesus Christ is the propitiation, the satisfaction for sins. Christ was completely righteous 

and holy; therefore, He was the perfect and ideal Man. This means that His death was the 

perfect and ideal sacrifice. God was able to satisfy His justice against sins by casting it 

against Christ. The perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ completely satisfied and appeased the 

righteousness of God (1 John 4:9-10). 

 

1 John 4:9-10 9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his 

only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10  Herein is love, not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

 

3.  Propitiation means coverage. Christ covers our sins so that God no longer can see them 

(Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2). 

 

Hebrews 2:17 17  Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that 

he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

reconciliation for the sins of the people. 

 

4.  Propitiation finds its type in the mercy seat, that is, in the lid of the ark (Hebrews 9:5). 

God had said that man was to approach Him through the sacrifice of an animal, through the 

shedding of blood. The lid or covering of the ark was sprinkled once a year with the blood of 

a perfect animal. This signified that the life of the people was being offered to God in the 

blood of the victim. God was thereby appeased and satisfied. (Cp. Luke 18:13; Romans 3:25; 

Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 1 John 4:10.) 

 

1 John 2:2 2  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 

the whole world.  

 

1 John 4:10 10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 

the propitiation for our sins.  
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It is Christ Himself who is the propitiation for man's sins. But note: it is not His teachings, 

power, example, or life that make Christ the propitiation. 

 

It is His blood—His sacrifice, His death, His sufferings, His cross—that causes God to accept 

Jesus as the propitiation. It is the blood of Christ that God accepts as... 

•  the sacrifice for our sins. 

•  the covering for our sins. 

•  the satisfaction for our sins. 

•  the payment for the penalty of our sins. 

•  the appeasement of His wrath against sin. 

 

What does the Bible mean by "the blood of Christ"? 

It means the willingness of Christ to die (shed His blood) for man. It means the supreme 

sacrifice Christ paid for man's sins. It means the terrible sufferings Christ underwent for 

man's sins. 

 

It means the voluntary laying down of His life for man's sins (John 10:17-18). 

 

John 10:17-18 17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might 

take it again. 18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
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4. Propitiation. 

 

Examples of Propitiation 

Proverbs 18:20 20  A man's belly shall be _______________with the fruit of his 

mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.  

 

Isaiah 53:10-11 10  Yet it ___________ the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to 

grief: when thou shalt make his soul an ____________ for sin, he shall see his 

seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his 

hand. 11  He shall see of the ___________ of his soul, and shall be __________: by 

his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their 

iniquities.  

 

The meaning of propitiation 

The Greek word hilasmos means "to render _________, to satisfy, to __________. 

To be a sacrifice, a covering, a satisfaction, a payment, an appeasement for sin. 

 

"And he is the ______________ for our _______: and not for ours only, but also 

for the sins of the whole world" (1 Jn. 2:2). 

 

The method of propitiation. 

 

"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his __________" 

(Rom. 3:25). 

 

The necessity for propitiation. 

 

It was necessary because of God’s _________ (that stem reaction of the divine 

nature to evil in man).  

 

"For the _________ of God is revealed from heaven against all _____________ 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness" (Rom. 1:18). 

 

"For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of ___________" 

(Col. 3:6). 
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The place of propitiation.  

 

The Old Testament temporary place—the mercy seat in the tabernacle. 

 

"And there I will ________ with thee, and I will ___________ with thee from 

above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of 

the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the 

children of Israel" (Ex. 25:22). 

 

The New Testament permanent place—the center cross on Golgotha 

 

"And, having made peace through the _________ of his ________, by him, to 

reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or 

things in heaven" (Col. 1:20). 

 

The results of propitiation. 

 

God is ____________ in forgiving sin. 

 

God is justified in bestowing _____________. 

 

"Whom God hath set forth to be a ____________ through faith in his blood, to 

declare his _______________ for the remission of _______ that are past, through 

the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness that he 

might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus" (Rom. 3:25, 26). 

 

Four things need to be said about propitiation. 

 

1.  _______ is the One who has to be appeased, satisfied, and propitiated. 

 

2.  Jesus Christ is the propitiation, the ____________ for sins. 

 

3.  Christ _________ our sins so that God no longer can see them 

 

4.  Propitiation finds its type in the _________ seat, that is, in the lid of the ark 

sprinkled with the blood of the Lamb 
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